
Kursbeskrivningar av valbara specialkurser inom Statsvetenskap II 
OBS! Alla specialkurser ges inte varje termin, mer information om vilka kurser som är valbara ges på 
introduktionen och via våra läroplattformar. 
 

European Politics 

This course examines European integration and cooperation. The main emphasis is placed on the 
European Union (EU) by closely assessing its historical trajectory, its core venues and institutions, its 
policymaking procedures, and the role of non-state actors. Moreover, the course examines central 
theories and critical perspectives, addresses notable socio-economic events, and assesses policy 
examples that frame and explain European integration and dis-integration. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the course, students should be able to: 

• Account for the most important events, interests, and conflicts regarding the development 
of European cooperation. 

• Understand the driving forces behind the European integration. 
• Have a good grasp of central theories used to assess European (dis-) integration. 
• Account for member states’ perspectives on European cooperation. 
• Understand the role and mandate of EU institutions. 
• Have a good grasp of EU policymaking procedures. 
• Appreciate the EU’s interaction and engagement with national and global issues. 
• Critically and independently analyse developments in European politics. 

 

International Relations 

The course provides a broad introduction to the actors, structures, and processes of international 
relations, with a particular focus on international security, international political economy, and 
international organizations. The course covers empirical questions about causes and consequences 
in international relations, as well as normative questions about the way sin which international 
relations ought to be organized. What makes a problem a security issue and how can security be 
achieved? Why do wars arise and to what extent can they be justified? What are the political 
consequences of economic globalization? How could the global economy be made more fair? What 
is required for states to successfully cooperate in solving common problems? To what extent can 
and should international organizations be democratic? The course aims to provide a proper 
understanding of key trends, important drivers, and significant normative questions within 
international relations. Central concepts in the course include states, non-state actors, security, war, 
conflict, globalization, economic relations, cooperation, international organizations, fairness, and 
democracy. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the course, students should be able to: 



 

• Account for key trends and developments in international security, international political 
economy, and international organizations. 

• Understand and apply central concepts and theories in the empirical study of international 
security, international political economy, and international organizations.  

• Understand and discuss significant normative questions pertaining to international security, 
international political economy, and international organizations. 

 

Politics and Development in the Global South 

This course ties into the current debate on the concept of development and how it connects to the 
discussion on the roles of state, markets and civil society on global, regional and local levels. The 
theoretical departure point is the concept of “development” and how it is applied and contested in 
the context of the Global South. By introducing a number of ongoing local conflicts, the course aims 
to connect local resistance strategies within civil society, as well as the actions of multilateral 
institutions, transnational companies, and both national and local governments, to economic and 
political development. Some of the themes that are in the focus are sustainability, environment, 
human rights, democratic participation and gender. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the course, the student should be able to: 

• Identify different perspectives on and theories of development in the Global South 
• Identify similarities and differences in how states, multilateral institutions, and civil society 

actors develop strategies to defend or contest various forms of development 
• Present, both orally and in writing, independent analyses of the relationships addressed in 

the course. 

The Politics of the Environment and Sustainability 

This course introduces the foundations of contemporary research on environmental politics, and 
specific (e.g. climate, biodiversity, forests) and general issues and institutions in sustainablity 
governance (e.g. the 2030 Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals). Using literature from a 
variety of subfields, including green political theory, governance studies, and political economy, 
students explore actors, structures and processes of environmental politics in a multi-level 
governance context. The course examines the interplay between states, citizens, markets and civil 
society. Upon completion of this course, students will have a deep understanding of the central 
issues and debates in the environmental politics, particularly on agenda setting, decision making and 
implementation of policies, regulation and legislation in national, global, transnational governance 
context, including the European Union and the United Nations. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of the course, students are expected to be able to: 



• Identify different perspectives on and theories of sustainable development; 
• Understand the key concepts in the field in various levels; 
• Compare and contrast major perspectives and worldviews on environmental politics; 
• Identify key findings and results from empirical studies in environmental politics; 
• examine and evaluate arguments on how to manage and/or solve environmental threats 

advocated by different perspectives 
 

Politikens former och processer  

Kursen tar sin utgångspunkt i den folksuveränitetsprincip som är grunden i regeringsformen. I en 
demokrati utgår makten från folket, men folkstyret är inte obundet och för politikens genomförande 
krävs att makt delegeras till myndigheter och domstolar. Men vilken makt och vilket 
handlingsutrymme ska förvaltningen och rättsväsendet ges? Och hur har relationen mellan politik 
och förvaltning påverkats av de reformer som genomförts i offentlig sektor de senaste decennierna? 
Kursen fokuserar på det svenska politiska systemet och följer den parlamentariska styrkedjan med 
början i författningspolitiken och de konstitutionella ramarna för den offentliga maktutövningen, till 
riksdag och regering och styrningen av myndigheterna. Slutligen behandlas närbyråkratin och det 
handlingsutrymme som oundvikligen uppstår när den offentliga politiken ska genomföras i mötet 
mellan myndigheter och medborgare. 

 

Förväntade studieresultat  

För godkänt resultat på kursen ska studenten kunna: 

• Redogöra för de konstitutionella ramarna för det svenska politiska systemet 
• Redogöra för huvuddragen i utvecklingen av den svenska förvaltningspolitiken 
• Redogöra för de förutsättningar som kännetecknar närbyråkratiers arbete 
• Tillämpa olika teorier om författning och förvaltning på det svenska politiska systemet. 
• Värdera och kontrastera olika författnings- och förvaltningsteoretiska perspektiv. 

 

Samtida politisk teori  

Kursen ger en fördjupning inom studiet av politisk teori. Den avhandlar ett antal centrala teman i 
den moderna politisk-teoretiska debatten med bäring på frågor som exempelvis politiska 
skyldigheter, jämlikhet, rättvisa, rättigheter, frihet, nationalism, global rättvisa, samt politisk-
teoretiska metoder. Kursen fokuserar på samtida texter som ligger nära forskningsfronten och 
erbjuder en djupgående studie av dessa teman. 

Förväntade studieresultat  

Efter avslutad kurs förväntas studenten kunna: 

Redogöra för centrala politiska teorier muntligen och skriftligen 

• Redogöra för centrala politiska teorier muntligen och skriftligen 



• Med egna ord förklara och exemplifiera argumenten i centrala politiska teorier och 
grundläggande politisk-teoretiska problemställningar 

• I muntlig och skriftlig form jämföra och identifiera politisk-teoretiska argument och deras 
underliggande premisser 

• Använda grundläggande politisk-teoretiska begrepp för att belysa såväl politisk-teoretisk 
argumentation som politiska skeenden och händelser i ett samtida och historiskt perspektiv 

• Författa en politisk-teoretisk framställning kring ett självständigt formulerat problem 
• Kritiskt värdera centrala politiska teorier samt att utveckla och motivera argument för och 

emot dem 
• Reflektera och utvärdera såväl politisk-teoretisk argumentation som politiska skeenden och 

händelser i utifrån grundläggande politisk-teoretiska begrepp 

 

Voters, Representatives, and Political Decision Making in Comparative 
Perspective 

This course delves into key debates in comparative politics, tracing the connection between 
individual voters and political representatives through the decision-making process – and back. The 
course begins with an introductory lecture and unfolds across three interrelated themes: (1) voters 
and parties, (2) political representation, and (3) lawmaking, with an emphasis on their 
interconnectedness. 

 

The first theme deals with voter characteristics and how they shape the behavior of both parties and 
voters. It does so by contrasting various explanations for how preferences are formed, how parties 
compete, and what factors that ultimately shape voter choices on election day. The second theme 
explores what it means for elected politicians to be representative, including various criteria for 
assessing democratic representation and their empirical applications. The third theme analyzes 
executive and legislative decision-making, discussing theories on agenda-setting, veto players, and 
legislative gridlock. 

 

Although each theme is dealt with separately, with different course readings, emphasis will be put 
on how they are interconnected: both how (1) affects (2), how (2) affects (3), and how (3) affects (1). 
The themes will also be interlinked by bringing up similar policy areas, such as tax policies, migration 
and political inequality. Empirically, the course primarily deals with advanced industrialized 
democracies. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

By the end of the course, students should be able to: 

• Articulate an understanding of the central debates and theoretical frameworks that 
underpin the study of the linkage between voters and political representatives within 
comparative politics. 

• Describe the voter characteristics, party dynamics, and legislative processes/institutions that 
influence political decision-making in advanced industrialized democracies. 



• Analyze how individual voter behavior impacts party strategies and political representation 
using comparative political theories. 

• Assess the legislative decision-making process, including the roles of agenda-setting, veto 
players, and legislative gridlock, within various political systems. 

• Critique and evaluate the strengths and limitations of different theoretical perspectives on 
political representation and lawmaking. 

• Formulate well-supported arguments regarding the implications of various institutional 
arrangements for the linkage between voter preferences and policy outcomes 


