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Module description

At the first seminar, the coordinator will allocate you a supervisor on the basis of their relative
expertise in your research area.

The essay should be between 5,000 and 7,000 words, excluding abstract and works cited/reference
list. It should refer to primary source/s as agreed with your supervisor, and between ten and fifteen
secondary sources, and follow the accepted format for a literary essay, including a correctly formatted
list of works cited (bibliography). The essay should contain an abstract of 250-300 words, placed
after the title page.

We have prepared an essay template, which is available on Athena. Please download it and use it for
everything you hand in throughout the course. For all formal aspects of the literary essay, refer to the
Chicago referencing style sheet available on the same site.

Each Undergraduate Degree Project should be approved by the supervisor before the student can
submit it for discussion and grading in a ventilation seminar. The submitted version is regarded as
final, and after the seminar only minor changes such as factual errors or spelling mistakes should be
made (i.e. no extensive revisions can made after this time).

The grade of a literary Undergraduate Degree Project is set by the examiner. The examiner is a teacher
at the department who holds a PhD degree.

Please note that supervisors have altogether eighteen hours for the supervision of each essay. This
includes individual tutorials, as well as the reading of a number of your drafts, giving written and oral
feedback, email correspondence, and participating in the final seminars.

In brief, the essay writing itself entails that the student chooses a topic in consultation with the
supervisor, and is expected to undertake an independent study of a limited problem in the field of
English Literature, and to report the results in English in an academic essay, applying generally
accepted principles of form, style, and reference.

Your final grade will be based on the essay itself, the production process, and your performance in the
ventilation seminars. The intended learning outcomes, and grading criteria, below, tell you more about
what you are expected to do for your Undergraduate Project.

Intended Learning outcomes
Upon completion of the degree project, the student is expected to be able to:

e Seck, gather, evaluate and critically interpret information that is relevant to a problem within
English as the main field of study;

e Independently identify, formulate and make use of appropriate methods to solve problems in
the field of English literature;

e Produce oral and written reports of the investigation, discussing its purpose
and results in accordance with academic conventions;



e Observe recognised principles of research ethics.

Grading

o The course adopts the 7-grade scale.

To receive a final grade, students must have completed the essay, defended the essay at a
ventilation seminar and acted as a discussant on another student’s essay.

e To receive a passing grade (A to E), students must in addition to the above have demonstrated
that they achieved all the learning outcomes at least at the minimum level (as described on
page 5 below).

e A thesis may be referred back to the student for further work. Should this happen, you will
receive instructions from the examiner. The resubmitted project will be graded by the same
examiner, if possible. A referred thesis must be resubmitted by the date given. If a submitted
degree project receives a Fail grade (Fx/F), no further supervision will be made available for
the completion of this thesis.

Important dates

e 20 Dec Supervisors notify Coordinator as to which essays will be defended
e 29 Dec Deadline for the seminar version of your essay

e See TimeEdit Ventilation seminars

e 22 Jan Deadline for final version

Course activities

Apart from the writing of your individual essay, the module consists of the following activities:
e aseminar series on academic writing,
e workshops
e tutorials with your supervisor
e participation in the ventilation seminars when each essay is discussed

The academic writing seminar series comprises four 2 hour sessions and is taught by Anna Swardh.
A separate description and schedule for these seminars is available on Athena. For dates and times see
TimeEdit.

The workshop series comprises seven 2 or 1 hour sessions. Students bring or post short pieces of
writing for the workshops, in accordance with instructions from the teachers, and these are read and
discussed by the participants. Find the hours for the workshops on TimeEdit.

e Irina Rasmussen Formatting guidelines

e Adnan Mahmutovic Close reading of excerpt from your primary text/s
e Joakim Wrethed Secondary sources and contextualising

e Giles Whiteley Thesis Statement

e Marina Ludwigs The Introduction / Conclusion

e Adnan Mahmutovic ~ The Abstract

e Giles Whiteley Discussant preparation

The ventilation seminars



All Undergraduate Degree Projects at the Department of English are discussed in ventilation seminars
where essay writers, supervisors, examiners and students participate. In each seminar one student
defends their own essay and one student acts as a discussant of the essay.

L.

The Essay Exchange

On 29 Dec:

a) Upload the seminar version of your essay on the Athena site as a PDF file before the
deadline at 23.59.

b) The coordinator will post the final seminar schedule on Athena within the next couple of
days. You will be assigned to be a discussant. Find and download the essay for which you
are discussant.

¢) Students are responsible for getting their secondary material to their discussants. For
materials available online you only need to send a link, but for other articles or book
chapters schedule a meeting with your discussant as soon as the seminar schedule is
posted on Athena.

If any problems occur during the day, please contact the coordinator.

Seminar Procedure

When you prepare your task of discussant, use the format below. Bear in mind that a
workshop will be run to give you some guidance on how to act as a discussant. Be prepared to
hand one copy of your comments to the writer of the essay and one copy to your own
examiner after the seminar. If you have marked spelling and grammar errors, hand your copy
of the essay to the writer. Don’t forget that you must prepare and present a brief summary of
the main points of the essay.

In the seminars each essay is given approximately 25 minutes:

a) The thesis author is first given a chance to make clarifications, additions or emendations.
You may put together an errata list if you have found many typos and other minor
mistakes.

b) The discussant gives a summary (an outline of the main argument and structure) of the
essay 2 mins)

¢) The discussant brings up his/her comments point by point, with the possibility for the
writer to respond to each, with room for brief discussions, explanations, questions etc.
This discussion should take 13 mins.

d) Begin with the most positive points (giving examples), and then discuss aspects that need
clarification and improvement (again giving examples). Remember to begin with the
major points and only bring up details if there is time. Focus on central issues concerning
the major ideas, argument, use of theory and terminology, conclusions, support for
conclusions.

e) The examiner is given about 10 mins for comments and questions. If time permits, the
supervisor and the audience are given the possibility to comment on the essay.

Final Version

While the seminar version should be as complete as possible, and will form the basis for your
grade, you should make corrections after the ventilation seminar in accordance with your
examiner’s written and/or oral comments. The corrected essay is due on 22 January. If this
version is not approved, you will discuss further corrections with your examiner.



Once the examiner approves that there are no further changes to be made, submit a digital
(pdf) copy of the essay to your examiner for the department archives. title this file
YYMMDDNNNNFirstnameSurname.pdf, replacing your own name and personnummer into
this title. In some cases, you may also need to produce another version of your essay for
publication in DiVA in which any images with unclear copyright are removed.

5. Abstract and DiVA

A few weeks before the exchange seminar, students must submit an abstract (summary of
main points of 250-300 words) to their supervisors. When your final version of the degree
project has been approved, you are asked to publish the abstract in the DiVA database
(Digitala vetenskapliga arkivet). The department also recommends that any student whose
degree project receives an A or a B grade publish their degree project in DiVA in toto. You
will receive instructions for submitting the abstract (and the full degree project) to DiVA after
the degree project has been approved.

6. Final Grade
Your final grade will only be reported and registered in Ladok when the final version has been
approved, your examiner has received the digital version.

Plagiarism

Using other people’s words or ideas in an essay or other assignment is considered a serious offence
by the university authorities, and when detected may lead to penalties.

Please consult the Department Plagiarism statement available on Athena. Note that self-plagiarism,

whether of ideas or phrasing, is also a breach of academic ethics. If you are worried about
unintentional plagiarism, you can always consult your supervisor.

Schedule

For an overview of the term including deadlines, please consult the Writing Plan available on Athena.
The schedule for the academic writing seminars and workshops is available in TimeEdit.

Grading criteria
See next page.



A B C D E Fx F
[lheleanticate totally inadequate skills
has excellent skills in very good skills in good skills in satisfactory skills in adequate skills in inadequate skills in :
demonstrated n

Content and argumentation

Identifying and delimiting a
specific area of investigation
of scholarly interest and
clearly formulating a
research question

identifying and delimiting an
area of investigation of
scholarly interest and clearly
formulating a research
question

identifying an area of
investigation of general
scholarly interest and
formulating a research
question

identifying an area of
investigation and
formulating a research
question

formulating a research
question

the appropriate use of
suitable concepts and
methods to support their
analysis and evaluating these
methodologies

the appropriate use of
suitable concepts and
methods to support their
analysis

the appropriate use of
suitable concepts and/or
methods to support their
analysis

applying suitable concepts
and/or method to support
their analysis

applying suitable concepts
and/or method to support
their analysis

evaluating, comparing and
critically analysing secondary
literature pertinent to the
topic

evaluating and critically
analysing secondary
literature pertinent to the
topic

critically analysing secondary
literature pertinent to the
topic

presenting and analysing
secondary literature
pertinent to the topic

presenting secondary
literature pertinent to the
topic

The candidate has
demonstrated some
of the required skills
for the grade E but
fails to demonstrate
one or more skills in
the areas of content
and argumentation

The candidate has not
demonstrated the
required skills for the
grade E in the areas of
content and
argumentation

Writing
skills

coherently arguing their

case, using independent,
persuasive and well-
supported arguments

coherently arguing their

case, using independent,
persuasive and well-
supported arguments

coherently arguing their
case, using persuasive and
well-supported arguments

coherently arguing their
case, using well-supported
arguments

arguing their case, using
supported arguments

structuring their argument

structuring their argument

structuring their argument

structuring their argument

structuring their argument

writing in an academic style

in formal, fluent English with

almost no inconsistencies or
errors

writing in an academic style
in formal, fluent English with
few inconsistencies or errors

writing in an academic style
in formal, fluent English,
although with minor
inconsistencies or errors

writing in a broadly academic
style in fluent English

writing in an acceptable
register, in coherent English

scholarly referencing and
presentation which is
coherent, consistent and
complete

scholarly referencing and
presentation which is
coherent, consistent and
complete

scholarly referencing and
presentation, although with
minor inconsistencies or
errors

scholarly referencing and
presentation

referencing and presentation

The candidate has
demonstrated some
of the required skills
for the grade E but
fails to demonstrate
one or more skills in
the areas of academic
writing and principles

of research ethics

The candidate has not
demonstrated the
required skills for the
grade E in the areas of
academic writing and
principles of research
ethics

The defence

persuasively defending their
thesis, and providing insightful
critique of another student’s

thesis in a public examination

persuasively defending their

thesis, and providing critique

of another student’s thesis in
a public examination

competently defending their
thesis, and providing feedback
on another student’s thesis in
a public examination

competently defending their
thesis, and providing feedback
on another student’s thesis in
a public examination

defending their thesis, and
providing comments on
another student’s thesis in a
public examination

The candidate has
demonstrated some
of the required skills
for the grade E but
fails to demonstrate
the ability to defend
their ideas, as well as
provide comments on

another student’s

thesis in a public
examination

The candidate has not
demonstrated the
required skills for the
grade E in the areas of
defending their ideas,
as well as providing
comments on another
student’s thesis in a
public examination




