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Sinful Saint – Mary Magdalene in Late
Medieval German Legends
 

Guest lecture by Prof. Racha Kirakosian (Freiburg), Tuesday 7
December, 13:00-14:30, E5156

Mary Magdalene has always inspired legends: from the
Middle Ages to today's pop culture, the story of a
former prostitute turning pious has fascinated
theologians, lay people and scholars alike. Her cult
grew rapidly in the thirteenth century, leading to
problems in medieval discourses on chastity, virginity
and incorruption. What was the status of Mary
Magdalene's once sexualized body after her
conversion? How come she figured on the highest altar
ranks next to Virgin Saints? And who was she anyway?
The talk will address these questions by discussing a
set of conversion legends which seem to undermine
the official stance that the medieval Church held on
Mary Magdalene. 
 
The lecture will take place on campus.
Please register in advance by e-mail to Caroline Merkel
(caroline.merkel@tyska.su.se) or Susanne Tienken
(susanne.tienken@tyska.su.se).


