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1.

Behorighetskrav

Behorig &r den som &r antagen till utbildning p& forskarniva vid humanistisk eller annan
fakultet vid Stockholms universitet, eller motsvarande vid annat laroséte.

2.

Larandemal

For godkant resultat pa kursen ska studenten kunna:

3.

redogdra uttémmande for olika ansatser av kritisk teori och hur de forhaller sig till
varandra

diskutera utforligt den centrala relationen mellan makt och emancipation inom minst en
ansats

behérska grunddragen i teoretiseringens hantverk som begreppsliggérande, att
generalisera analytiska slutsatser och att utveckla ett dvergripande ramverk

urskilja ansatser till nya teorier i det egna avhandlingsprojektets empiriska material

ta valgrundad stalining till kritiska teoriers relevans inom dagens humaniora och
samhéllsvetenskap

Innehall

Kursen erbjuder en studiemilj¢ dar féreldsare och doktorander arbetar tillsammans for att



utveckla teori fran ett befintligt empiriskt material. Avstampet tas i en kritiskteoretisk tradition
i bred mening. | fokus stér teorins férmaga att samtidigt redogéra for grundlaggande sociala
maktrelationer och inneboende emancipatoriska maéjligheter, samt att belysa tidigare osedda
forhallanden i ett empiriskt material.

Tillsammans med inbjudna géster utforskar vi flera kritiska teorier (exempelvis fran
Frankfurtskolan, feminism och marxism till kritisk rasteori, postkoloniala studier, begéarsteori,
klimatkritik och queer-teori) och understker hur dessa formulerar idéer om immanenta
motsattningar, maktrelationer, samhallsaktérer och strukturer samt 6verskridande av dessa.
Kursen diskuterar vidare erfarenheter av olika tillvdgagangsséatt i syfte att forsta vilken
relevans Kkritisk teori har i samtiden och inférliva teoretiserande som en vetenskaplig uppgift i
avhandlingsarbetet.

4. Obligatoriska moment

De muntliga examinationerna kan vid behov erséattas av individuella skriftliga uppgifter som
tilldelas av examinator.

5. Examinationsformer

Tva kortare (ca 1000 ord) reaction papers om relationen makt och emancipation inom tva
ansatser, som ocksa presenteras muntligt under kursen.

Ett kurspapper om 4000 ord som foregas av kortare PM (500 ord) och problematiserar en
tredje ansats pa kursen (utéver de tvad som behandlats i reaction papers) samt diskuterar
dess relevans for det egna forskningsfaltet.

6. Arbetsformer

Kursen bestar av forelasningar, seminariediskussioner samt presentationer av doktorander.

Kursens undervisningssprak ar huvudsakligen svenska.
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1. Entry requirements

Those who are admitted to third-cycle education at the Faculty of Humanities or another
faculty at Stockholm University, or the equivalent at another higher education institution, are
eligible.

2. Learning outcomes

For a passing grade in the course, the student should be able to:

e give a comprehensive account of different approaches to critical theory and how they
relate to each other

o discuss extensively the central relation between power and emancipation in at least one
approach

¢ master the basic features of the craft of theorizing such as conceptualizing, generalizing
analytical conclusions and developing an overall framework

¢ discern approaches to new theories in the empirical material of their own thesis project

« take a well-founded position on the relevance of critical theories in today's humanities
and social sciences

3. Content



The course offers a study environment where lecturers and doctoral students work together
to develop theory from existing empirical material. The starting point is a critical theory
tradition in a broad sense. The focus is on the theory's ability to simultaneously account for
fundamental social power relations and inherent emancipatory possibilities, and to highlight
previously unseen conditions in an empirical material.

Together with invited guests we explore several critical theories (e.g. from the Frankfurt
School, feminism and Marxism to critical race theory, postcolonial studies, desire theory,
climate criticism and queer theory) and examine how these formulate ideas about immanent
contradictions, power relations, social actors and structures and their transgression. The
course further discusses experiences of different approaches in order to understand the
relevance of critical theory in the contemporary world and to incorporate theorizing as a
scholarly task in the dissertation process.

4. Mandatory exams

If necessary, the oral examinations can be replaced by individual written assignments
assigned by the examiner.

5. Forms of examination

Two short (approx. 1000 words) reaction papers on the relationship between power and
emancipation within two approaches, which are presented orally during the course.

One course paper of 4000 words preceded by a shorter PM (500 words) that problematizes a
third approach in the course (in addition to the two treated in the reaction papers) and
discusses its relevance to your own research field.

6. Form of instruction

The course consists of lectures, seminar discussions and presentations by doctoral
students.

The language of instruction is mainly Swedish.



